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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Title 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Illuminated Support Device for Food Items. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MAKOWSKY (U.S. Pat. 5,119,279). 

3. MAKOWSKY discloses an illuminated device having: 

a case (as recited in Claim 1), Figure 2, reference number 14; 
the case having a plurality of openings (as recited in Claim 1), 

as seen in Figure 3; 

a plurality of light units (as recited in Claim 1), Figure 3, 
reference number 16; 
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the light units being mounted in the case (as recited in Claim 

1), as seen in Figure 2; 

each of the light units having a portion extending outwardly 
through a corresponding one of the openings (as recited in 
Claim 1), Figure 3, reference number 44; 
at least one electrical wiring, inherent; 

the electrical wiring including a plurality of conductive paths 
(as recited in Claim 1), Figure 3, reference numbers 46 and 48; 
each of the light units being attached to the electrical wiring 
(as recited in Claim 1), column 5, lines 18-20; 
the light units being connected to a corresponding pair of the 
conductive paths of the electrical wiring (as recited in Claim 1), 
column 5, lines 18-20; 

a printed circuit board (as recited in Claim 1), Figure 3, 

* 

reference number 42; 

the circuit board being mounted in the case (as recited in 
Claim 1), as seen in figures 2 and 3; 

the circuit board including controlling means (as recited in 
Claim 1), column 5, lines 20-25; 

the controlling means being for controlling the operation of the 
light units (as recited in Claim 1), column 5, lines 20-25; 



■ 
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the electrical wiring being attached to the board (as recited in 
Claim 1), column 5, lines 20-22; 

the controlling means being electrically connected to the 
conductive paths of the electrical wiring (as recited in Claim 1), 

column 5, lines 22-25; 

the electrical wiring being a component separate from the 
circuit board (as recited in Claim 2), as seen in Figure 3; 
the board including a plurality of conductive paths (as recited 
in Claim 2), inherent; 

the conductive path of the board being connected to the 
controlling means (as recited in Claim 2), column 5, lines 22-25; 
each of the conductive paths of the electrical wiring being 
connected to a corresponding one of the conductive paths of 
the circuit board (as recited in Claim 2), inherent; 
the connection between the conductive paths being at an 
interface between the electrical wiring and the board (as 
recited in Claim 2), inherent; 

the case including a substantially horizontal surface (as 
recited in Claim 3), Figure 2, reference number 34; 
the horizontal surface being for supporting an article (as 
recited in Claim 3), as seen in Figure 2; 
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the circuit board being oriented substantially parallel to the 
horizontal surface (as recited in Claim 3), as seen in Figure 2; 
the electrical wiring projecting substantially vertically from the 
circuit board (as recited in Claim 3), as evidenced by Figure 2; 
each of the light units being permanently attached to the 
electrical wiring (as recited in Claim 3), as evidenced by column 
5, lines 18-20; 

the case having a substantially circular side wall (as recited in 
Claim 4), Figure 2, reference number 32; 

the side wall depending from the horizontal surface (as recited 
in Claim 4), column 4, lines 52-54; 

the openings being formed in the side wall (as recited in Claim 

4), as seen in Figure 2; 

the electrical wiring being bent into an arcuate shape (as 
recited in Claim 4), as seen in Figure 3; 
the electrical wiring being positioned radially inwardly from 
and adjacent to the side wall (as recited in Claim 4), as seen in 
Figure 3; 

the light units projecting outwardly from the electrical wiring 
through a corresponding one of said openings (as recited in 
Claim 4), as seen in Figure 3; 
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maintaining means (as recited in Claim 5), inherent, as 
evidenced by Figure 3; 

the maintaining means being for maintaining the arcuate 
shape of the electrical wiring in the case (as recited in Claim 

5), inherent, as evidenced by Figure 3; 

the at least one strip includes first and second strips (as 

recited in Claim 10), inherent as evidenced by column 5, lines 28- 

57; 

both of the strips being attached to the circuit board (as 
recited in Claim 10), inherent; 

both of the strips being bent into a substantially semi-circular 
shape (as recited in Claim 10), as evidenced by Figure 3; 
both of the strips being positioned in the case (as recited in 
Claim 10), as evidenced by Figure 3; and 
the strips being arranged with respect to one another such 
that the light units are arranged in a substantially circular 
fashion (as recited in Claim 10), as evidenced by Figure 3. 

4. MAKOWSKY discloses all the limitations of the claims, except at least one strip 
(as recited in Claim 1), with each of the light units being permanently attached to a 
vertical side of the strip (as recited in Claim 3). 
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5. It would have been an obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute the electrical wiring of MAKOWSKY for a printed 
circuit strip since such wiring and strips are recognized in the art as being equivalents 
structures. Selection of one these known equivalents over the other would have flown 
naturally to one of ordinary skill in the art as required by the specific needs of a 
particular application. 

Relevant Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nichols etal. (U.S. Pat. 4,803,604), Krenn (U.S. Pat. 5,355,289), Saunders 
(U.S. Pat. 5,430,628), Sanford, Jr. (U.S. Pat. 5,879,071) and Montanino (U.S. Pat. 
6,152,575) disclose illuminated trays having a plurality of light sources disposed around 
the periphery of such trays, and including means for providing different illumination 
patterns. 

Szentveri (U.S. Pat. 3,500,036), Morse etal. (U.S. Pat. 4,523,258), Moates 
(U.S. Pat. 5,321,593), Guritz (U.S. Pat. 5,375,044), Klinke etal. (U.S. Pat. 5,404,282) 
and Atchinson et al. (U.S. Pat. 6,371,637) disclose illumination devices having a 
plurality of light sources interconnected with circuit strips. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Applicant teaches a device for supporting an article, such device having a case 
with a plurality of circuit strip supported light sources disposed around a substantially 
circular sidewall. A printed circuit board (PCB) including means for controlling the 
illumination of the light sources, is also located inside the case. A plurality of support 
bars are mounted in the case for engaging and supporting the circuit strip against the 
sidewall. In a second embodiment, the strip is attached to the PCB by means of a 
plurality of teeth, such teeth coupling a matching plurality of holes in the PCB. The holes 
being arranged in a linear fashion to inhibit bending of the end of the strip. A third 
embodiment includes guiding means for positioning the light sources into openings of 
the sidewall, the guiding means including a plurality of members with the openings 
being positioned between a corresponding pair of guiding members. 

No prior art was found teaching individually, or suggesting in combination, all of 
the features of the applicants' invention, specifically the circuit strip supporting structure, 
the strip/PCB connecting structure, or the guiding means, in combination with the 
claimed illumination device structure. 
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Conclusion 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Negron whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2376. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea, can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The facsimile 
machine number for the Art Group is (703) 872-9306. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, go to http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) toll-free at 866-217-9197. 



P.M. 




WOMASM^SEra 
PfflMAfiY EXAMINE 



June 21, 2005 



